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The Manchurian Candidate

(Political drama) (1962)
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Raymond…………………………………………..Laurence Harvey

A solider in the US army who is captured during the Korean War (1950-1953), who is later celebrated as an American war hero for having helped himself and his fellow soldiers to escape from the enemy.

Major Bennett Marco…………………………… Frank Sinatra

Raymond’s commanding officer who had recommended that he receive the Congressional Medal of Honor, but who slowly becomes convinced that Raymond was not the hero that he and others had thought he was.

Mrs. Iselin………………………………………….Angela Lansbury

Raymond’s mom, who is a bossy, mean-spirited rich Republican

who spends much of her time complaining about communists. 

Senator John Iselin………………………………..James Gregory

Raymond’s step-father, who is a right-wing Republican who spends much of his time complaining about communists in the US government (He resembles the real Senator Joe McCarthy of Wisconsin).

Rosie………………………………………………….Janet Leigh


A beautiful and somewhat mysterious young woman 

who Marco meets and soon falls in love with. 

Senator Thomas Jordan…………………………..John McGiver


A liberal Republican Senator who is a political rival of Senator Iselin.

Jocie……………………………………………………Leslie Parrish

Senator Jordan’s cute young daughter, who had met Raymond before

he entered the army, and who  becomes his girlfriend after he returns.

Yen Lo…………………………………………………Khigh Dhiegh

The evil (but kind of funny) Chinese spy.

Chunjin………………………………………………..Henry  Silva

A US army Korean translator.

Some Brief background about the Korean War and the Cold War:  The Korean War was fought between 1950 and 1953, and was the first major battle between the American lead capitalist West and the Russian lead communists. The communist Chinese fought actively on the side of the communist North Koreans, and the Americans had entered the war in defense of the South Koreans. In this film, it was the Chinese who take the Americans prisoner and send them to Chinese Manchuria in order to be brainwashed (Manchuria is a large province in Northern China

For this film, more important than the Korean War is the presence of the Cold War, the great battle for influence and power in the world,  between the capitalist United States and the communist Soviet Union. In the 1950s, many Americans were convinced that communists were everywhere within the US government, and some politicians (especially Senator Joe McCarthy) built their entire careers on scaring people into such a belief. It is within this historical context that The Manchurian Candidate was made, and ultimately, the film itself is a great reflection of America’s greatest fears during those tense Cold War years.

